United States Patent and Trademark Office 



UNITED STATES DEPARTMENT OF COMMERCE 
United States Patent and Trademark Oflice 
Address: COMMISSIONER FOR PATENTS 
P.O. Box 14S0 

Alexandria, Virginia 22313-1450 
www.uspto.gov 



APPLICATION NO. 



RUNG DATE 



RRST NAMED INVENTOR 



ATTORNEY DOCKET NO. 



CONFIRMATION NO. 



10/527,669 



03/11/2005 



21369 7590 09/28/2006 

POSZ law group, PLC 
12040 SOUTH LAKES DR. 
SUITE 101 

RESTON, VA 20191 



Hideo Igami 



VX052663PCT 



7244 



EXAMINER 



TWEEL JR, JOHN ALEXANDER 



ART UNIT 



PAPER NUMBER 



2612 

DATE MAILED: 09/28/2006 



Please find below and/or attached an Office communication concerning this application or proceeding. 



PTO.90C (Rev. 10/03) 



Office Action Summary 


Application No. 

10/527,669 


Appllcant(s) 

IGAMI ET AL. 


Examiner 

John A. Tweel, Jr. 


Art Unit 
2612 





- The MAILING DATE of this communication appears on the cover sheet with the correspondence address - 
Period for Reply 



A SHORTENED STATUTORY PERIOD FOR REPLY IS SET TO EXPIRE 2 MONTH(S) OR THIRTY (30) DAYS, 
WHICHEVER IS LONGER, FROM THE MAILING DATE OF THIS COMMUNICATION. 

- Extensions of time may be available under the provisions of 37 CFR 1 .136(a). In no event, however, may a reply be timely filed 
after SIX (6) MONTHS from tfie mailing date of this communication. 

- If NO period for reply Is specified above, the maximum statutory period will apply and will expire SIX (6) MONTHS from the mailing date of this communication. 

- Failure to reply within the set or extended period for reply will, by statute, cause the application to become ABANDONED (35 U.S.C. § 1 33). 
Any reply received by tlie Office later than three months after the mailing date of this communication, even if timely filed, may reduce any 
earned patent term adjustment See 37 CFR 1.704(b). 

Status 

1 )S Responsive to communlcation(s) filed on 1 1 March 2005 . 
2a)n This action is FINAL. 2b)n This action is non-final, 

3) IEI Since this application is in condition for allowance except for formal matters, prosecution as to the merits is 

closed in accordance with the practice under Ex parte Quayle, 1 935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

Disposition of Claims 

4) ^ Clalm(s) U5 is/are pending in the application. 

4a) Of the above claim(s) is/are withdrawn from consideration. 

5) ^ Claim(s) 1-5 is/are allowed. 

6) n Claim(s) is/are rejected. 

?)□ Claim(s) is/are objected to. 

8) n Claim(s) are subject to restriction and/or election requirement. 

Application Papers 

9) S The specification is objected to by the Examiner. 

10)S The drawing(s) filed on 11 March 2005 Is/are: a)n accepted or b)S objected to by the Examiner. 

Applicant may not request that any objection to the drawing(s) be held in abeyance. See 37 CFR 1 .85(a). 

Replacement drawing sheet(s) including the corection is required if the drawing(s) is objected to. See 37 CFR 1.121(d). 
1 1 )□ The oath or declaration is objected to by the Examiner. Note the attached Office Action or fonm PTO-1 52. 

Priority under 35 U.S.C. § 119 

12)^ Acknowledgment Is made of a claim for foreign priority under 35 U.S.C. § 1 19(a)-(d) or (f). 
aM All b)n Some * c)\J None of: 

1 Certified copies of the priority documents have been received. 

2. n Certified copies of the priority documents have been received in Application No. . 

3. G Copies of the certified copies of the priority documents have been received in this National Stage 

application from the International Bureau (PCT Rule 17.2(a)). 
* See the attached detailed OfTice action for a list of the certified copies not received. 



Attachnient(s) 

1) K Notice of References Cited (PTO-892) 

2) n Notice of Draftsperson's Patent Drawing Reviev\^ (PTO-948) 

3) ^ Information Disclosure Statement(s) (PTO/SB/08) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date 3/11/05 . 



4) n Interview Summary (PTO-413) 

Paper No(s)/Mail Date. . 

5) O Notice of Infomial Patent Application 

6) □ Other: . 
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Priority 

1 . Receipt is acknowledged of papers submitted under 35 U.S.C. 1 1 9(aHd), which 
papers have been placed of record in the file. 

Drawings 

2. Figures 21-26 should be designated by a legend such as -Prior Art- because 
only that which is old is illustrated. See MPEP § 608.02(g). Corrected drawings in 
compliance with 37 CFR 1 . 1 21 (d) are required in reply to the Office action to avoid 
abandonment of the application. The replacement sheet(s) should be labeled 
"Replacement Sheet" in the page header (as per 37 CFR 1 .84(c)) so as not to obstruct 
any portion of the drawing figures. If the examiner does not accept the changes, the 
applicant will be notified and informed of any required corrective action in the next Office 
action. The objection to the drawings will not be held in abeyance. 

Specification 

3. The disclosure is objected to because of the following informalities: 

- Page 1: A cross-reference to application PCT/JP03/1 1783. filed 9/16/2003. must 
be included as the first sentence of the specification. 
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- Page 3, Lines 26 and 31 : Tiie two different embodiments of the invention are 
usually referred to as -embodiments of the invention- and not "inventions of the 
application." 

- Page 5, Line 25: An article such as -an- is needed before "embodiment". 
Appropriate correction is required. 

4. This application is in condition for allowance except for the following formal 
matters: 

As noted above. 

Prosecution on the merits is closed in accordance with the practice under Ex 
parte Quayle, 1935 CD. 1 1 , 453 O.G. 213. 

A shortened statutory period for reply to this action is set to expire TWO 
MONTHS from the mailing date of this letter. 

5. The following is a statement of reasons for the indication of allowable subject 
matter: 

Object tilt and fall detection apparatus have had timer means for time 
measurement for some time; however, the specific components to keep the disk body 
stationary until time of use is not to be found in the prior art. The cover member having 
a defonmable recessed portion for positioning and storing the disk body and the 
removable temporary locking pin for restraining movement of the disk body are both 
considered unobvlous variations. 
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6. The prior art made of record and not relied upon is considered pertinent to 
applicant's disclosure. 

Wilk [U.S. 5,528,228] detects orientation of a storage and transport container. 

Hall at al [U.S. 5.554,975] sounds an audible alarm after a time delay. 

Zagone et al [U.S. 6,486,788] uses a digital sound chip to alert to dangers such 
as overhead power wires. 

MIseli et al [U.S. 6,727,824] provides a tilt output when a display is tilted beyond 
a tilt threshold. 

Murata [U.S. 7,061 ,390] uses a magnetized rolling member to detect movement. 

7. Any inquiry concerning this communication or eariier communications from the 
examiner should be directed to John A. Tweel, Jr. whose telephone number is 571 272 
2969. The examiner can normally be reached on M-F 10-6:30. 

If attempts to reach the examiner by telephone are unsuccessful, the examiner's 
supervisor, Jeff Hofsass can be reached on 571 272 2981. The fax phone number for 
the organization where this application or proceeding is assigned is 571-273-8300. 
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Information regarding tlie status of an application may be obtained from the 
Patent Application Infonnation Retrieval (PAIR) system. Status infomriation for 
published applications may be obtained from either Private PAIR or Public PAIR. 
Status infomnation for unpublished applications is available through Private PAIR only. 
For more information about the PAIR system, see http://palr-direct.uspto.gov. Should 
you have questions on access to the Private PAIR system, contact the Electronic 
Business Center (EBC) at 866-217-9197 (toll-free). If you would like assistance from a 
USPTO Customer Service Representative or access to the automated information 
system, call 800-786-9199 (IN USA OR CANADA) or 571-272-1000. 



JAT 
9/25/06 




